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THE NEWS THIS MOENING.

Forr1GN.—The steamer State of Lovisiana is still
»n the rocks st the entranes to Longh Larne. ———
There is groat distress in the northern part of
Brazil. —— The Mexican Congress has adjour wl
aone of the large railroad schemes passed, —=
The Duke d Audifiret-Pasquier has been chosen to
succend Bishop Dupanloup in the French Acalewy,
——— Muost of the St. Petersburg students who were
arrested have heen set free,

Dosestic.—Tie Trinvxe’s Washington dis-

patches conisin & BOMMALY of an import-
ant ruling by the Supreme Court afferting
Southern war-time debts. == The Hudson s

. frozen over from Albany to Poughkeepsie, and the

Bome and Watertown Hailroad is yet blockad

with snow, = (Colonel Frederick D, Grant will
probahly visit India withhis fatbher. = —The Teller
Investigating Committee is in need of fands, =——
A strong effort is being made to force Soustor
Thurman to become a candidate for Governor
of Ohio. === Several Army officers have ex-
presaed favorable opintens on the Arnny bill.
——— The Rev. lLeonard Woods, LL.D, for-
merly President of Bowdoin College, died io Dos-
ton yesterday. == A prominent citizen of Wasii-
_ington was fatally poisoned by.the hite of & man.

CiTY AxD SUBURBAN.—Anotherday Las been given
to County Clerk Gumbleton to show his books,.——
Judge Sutherland quashed the mdietment against
the Health Board, === The coal combination will
probably end to-day. ——— The Rev. Joseph Cook
apoke on ' Aggresmve Mormonism.” =—— A fire in
two publication offices 1 Barclay-st. cansed
s damage of $50,000. —— A memonal
bust of John Brown was presented to the Rev.
Henry Highland Garet. Gold, 1001gg, 100,
1001 Gold value of the legal-tender dollar,
ab the close, 99.09 centa. Gold value of the legal-
tender silver dollar (41213 grains), 83.97 cents,
Btocks more active but jrregulur, and closing weak
for the goneral list.

Tug Wearngn.—TRIBUNE local observations in-
dicate partly clondy, warmer weather, with
chances of rain or snow, Thermometer yesterday,
17°, 24°, 22°,

Judge Sutherland quashes the indictment
against the Health Board for failing to sup-
wress certain nusances, chietly on the ground
of technieal defects in the indictment. Now
that the Board have had this stigma removed,
let them make a vecord against which no
charge of neglect can be brought.

———e

Tuere will be digging all along the line now
for Captnin Kidd's forgotten bank deposits,
the interest on which that earcless person
pever returned to collect. A lucky farmer Las
found a peck of silver dollars in the regulation
fron pot, and announees that be intends to zo on
digging. Doubtless his neighbors will follow
his example, and others will follow theirs;
digging will come into fashion, and enough of
it will be thrown away on mythical won pots
to have produced a fortune if applied to po-
tatoes.

— -

One of the officials whom the Bar Associa-
tion #8 investigating made a conspicnons an-
pouncement yesterday of a reducnon in his
fees ; another continued his obstinate resist-
ance in the courts to any examination of his
books. The average citizen will conclude
that, in both cases, the Bar Associution
B on the right track. And Judge Davis
seems to have been of that mind when he
suspended the proceedings before him for
twenty-four hours, in order to see whether
the County Clerk would vot hive sufficient

common sense to allow his books to be seen,
S

The Duke d'Audiffret-Pasquier, who has

been chosen to suceeed Bishop Dupan-
loup in the French Academy, presides
with dignity in the Senate, but has
pover given proof of literary ability.

Even in politics his name was hardly known
sutil after the downfall of the Empire, when

he gained considerable popularity by his
exposure of frauds committed in the
purchase of army suppliea. Judged by
the standard of general merit and pub-
lic service, he has yet to earn the scat
to which he has been chosen in preferenee to
several who have shed lustre on Freoeh litera-
ture, .

e

Perry H. Smith, the * coparcener * who pasaed
as “ Peri" in the eipher telegrams, and was
eredited with a willinguess to furnish all the
necesg iy mbney, if Mr. Tilden had wauted to
bay the P esidency, alighted here yesterday
a ter a flight from Europe. Mr. Smith 18 as
enndid as most of his partners. Propositions
abont buying the Board * were talked
“of at Marble’s headgnarters,” he eays,
“tut T would never listen to such talk,
“and it wonld have Dbeen useless, con-
“gsidering that the Republicans had  all
“ihe aldvantage” This is the burden of
the coparceners’ complaint—not that it would
have been immoral, but that it was * useless.”
Well, it was * nseless "—ihat's a fact; but it
wia pot for the want of trying.

Yesterday's meeting to take mensures for
colloetinie supplies (or the poor by the patrol-
ling svsteny, wis much better attended than
that of 2 few lays before, The representatives
of 1 luree namber of charitable societies were
present, plans were disenssed aod an execu-
tive commitiee was appointed. As this com
mittee s to begin work next week, it 18 vot
too early [or those who propose to indunlge in
this e1sy bencvolenee to make their prepara-
tiong for Jdie approach of the wagons on their
rounds. There was & generous response last
Summer {or the sufferers by pestilence in dis-
tant States; there oucht to be an equally lib-
eral offering  for the poor at our own
doors, This last modern improvement in the
art of charity makes giving a matter of 80
litthe effort that those will be doubly culpable
now who keep their hands shut.

et
WHO SAYVS “CIPHERS"?

There may be those who still expect to see
some Demoerat rise up in Congress and move
an investigatiom of the cipher dispatches.
We remrember to beve seen it intimated somo
thne ago, in various quarters where it mieht
b decmed somewhat guthoritative, that at the
opening of the session one  or more members
of the majority in the Honse would, with-
out # mowent’s delay, ntrodnce 8 reso-
ltion  ordering  suwch  an  inquiry. It

wils 4t one time a question whether the mat- '

ter would not have to be arranged beforehand
with Speaker Randall to reco nize some
Demoerat to whom this daty ghould be as-
sigued, belore sny mischief-making Republi-
can could get in ahead with a resolution of
similar fmport. For it was said that, under
the ecirenmstancces, it wonld not do for
the Demoerntic party to  wait  for  the
opposition  to set on  foot such an in-
vestigntion, or for the friends of Mr.
Tilden to give the slightest  ground
for suspicion that they did not weleome the
fullest investigantion and the “keen bright
“gunlight ot publicity.,” But up to this time
there has been no competition for the floor
and the Speaker’s recognition for this pur-
pose. The Repubtican members of the Honse—
either out of regard for the feclings of the
mourners, or from a reasonable doubt, born of
expenience  of past  investigations, of the
ability of any committes of the present House to
throw additional light on a subject which
Tue Triprse has already illuminated—have
taken no step in the matter, nnd the Demo-
erats seem to have lost all interestin it.  They
are not rising np and demanding investiga-
tiou with anythiog like the alacrity that was
expected. The precise poiut in the procesd-
ings which should have been marked by the
introduction of a resolution on this sub-
jeet was accentuated by Mr, Fernando Wood's
call for an investigation of the tyranny of
John 1. Davenport., This was so tremendous
an undertaking that the initiation of it ex-
hausted the encrgies of the party and the re-
sources of stutesmanship, and there was ap-
parently nothing left for investigating ciphers.

We confess we are disappointed. That a
Congress which bas shown such a predilec-
tion for wnvestigntions, and that boasts of a
Glover, should fail to jumyp at this opportunity,
surptises ns. Varions reasons are assigned for
it. It is said that Mr. Tilden's friends have
pot moved in the matter for fear of injuring
him, avd that his encmics have not for fear
the result would be his vindication. Mean-
time the geutleman humself, the person per-
haps most concerned, Las not fully made up
his mind what the effect would be, and is
considering it with the same seriousuess and
deliberation that he gave his long delayed
letter of acceptance, leaving the reapon-
sibility for action or inaction—just where they
say he did during the pendency of the elee-
toral contest—upon the party leaders in Cou-
gress, The latest theory we bave heard
broached, is that Tue Trinuse does not
really desire an investigation, and the Demo-
eratie leaders have such an affection for this
paper that they will not, under any eircim-
stauces, do anything to give it offence. We
shonld be guilty of the basest ingratitude not
to appreciate such considerate Kkindness, if
this theory were the true one. If it is a
fact, as was stated by smne Democratic news-
papers at the beginning of the ciplier expo-
sures, that no such dispatches ns those pub-
lished and deciphered ever passed between the
persons to whom they have been attribnted;
or if, as asserted a little later, the keys alleged
to have been discovered are in fact no true
keys, but false and malicious inventions; or
if, as etill later asserted, the keys were not dis-
covered by Tre TriBusE, but betrayed by some
of the coparcencrs, we ought fo feel under
great obligations to the Democrats in Con-
gress for not exposing our duplicity and de-
ceit. And it is 8o like them to be considerate
of Tne TristrNE, and to refuse to do anything
to its prejudice, that we feel quite like thank-
wg them 1w advance, upon the assump-
tion that this theory is eutirely correct,

And yet we beg to assure them and
the publie that we have no interest that
we are now aware of in suppressing investi-
gation. On the contrary, we have harbored
the hope that it might be taken up by com-
petent and suthorized persons and  pursned
with vigor and thoroughness., The silence of
Congress on the subject has disappointed us.
Tuey all, with one accord, seem to avoid the
subject. They pounce upon Davenport ;
they set wets in  the Treasury  Depart-
ment ; they send sub-committees all over the
conntry ; they start investigations wherever
there's the slightest thing to pigne enriosity ;
but no man says “ Ciphers!” On all other
subjects the [louse is n Babel; on that it's a
Quaker meeting. s there no way to break the
silence 1 Will not some one, when Congress re-
assembles, imitate the example of the worldly-
minded person who rose up in a Quaker
meeting with a minee pie balaneed on his
hand and broke the stillnss with the remark,
“The man that speaks first gets the pie”
“ Young man, go thy way ! spoke up a ven-
erable Friend. * The pio 15 yours!” was the

" the Union, been the State ol

mebodyuﬁrs

immediate response. Will
i ciphm n

pie to the first Demoerat who snys
after Congress moeets !
AN IMPORTANI DECISION.

In our Washington dispatehes will be found
the outhme of a decision recently made
by the United States Supreme Conrt,
which is cousidered by Mr.  Justice
Bradley as calculated to “ introduce evils
“of great mognitnde that will nltimately
“ lead to the recognition of the war-debts of
“the seceding States.” This annonncement
might be looked upon s sensational,
coming from any one but a Judge
of that hieh ecourt whose calm and
dispassionate treatment of even political
questiong has been, in times past, the ad-
wiration of the world.

The case is a simpie one, The Bank of
Tennessec, orgamzed more than twenty Years
before the Civil War, issued notes which the
State agreed, by a elause in the bank's charter,
to receive for taxes. The notes 1ssn d during
the supremacy of the Confederaey, how-
over, were declared  void by the Consti-
tution adopted at the reconstruction of the
State, and a collector of  taxes who re-
fusedd  to  receive them  was  mide the
defendant in this suit, the plaintil elaim-
fng  that tins Constitutional  Amenchoent
wits itself void.  The Sapreme Court finds
nothing in the record to show that these notes
were issted 1n aid of the rebellion, and noth-
ing from which a presumption to this effect

can  be properly drawn, decides:
first, that the Constitutional Amendment
declaring  these  notes  void, s of no

effect, beeause it impairs the eblizations of
contraots ; second, that the State of Tennes-
its tirst admission into
Tennessee, s
secession did not, neeording to the opinion of the
majority, interfere with *its perpetunl sne-
“ ceaston and perpetunl identity., ** Not only
“ia it the same body politie now, but it
“has always been the rame™; it hias
“pot  ouly been all  this  dme a
“Siate, and the same State, but it has
“always been one of the United States, n
w8rate of the Union,” Referring espectally
to the share of the State  the rebellion, the
majority say, "'Il pever esenped the obliga-
“ tions of that Copstitution, though for awhile
“it may bave ended their enloreement.”

Avanst the views of the majority, the Chief-
Justice, Mr. Waite, Justice Brodley and Jus-
tice Harlun enter emphatic prolests, urging
that the Dbanks of the rebellions  dis-
tricts woere unquesiionably nsed in furtherance
of the ivsurrection, anid denying that the acts
of n rebellions State are binding on a recon-
structed State, The small representation of
Demoerats on the beneh forbids the suspicion
of pohitical bins  in this  decision, if
any shonld be disposed to harbor it. Bt the
warning which has been nttered by one of the
minority of the Court will aronse no litile fore-
boding, and will merease the dread of the
people of the North at the possibility that a
political party which might tuke undue ad-
vantage of such a decwsion may obtain pos-
session of the Nutional Government.

soe hius alwavs, since

THE YEAK'S BI'SINESS,

One faet onght to wd zest to onr enjoy-
ment of the Chrstmas festivities,  Though
the year that is passing has been ope of ex-
traordinary trial and strain, though the con-
tinued decline of prices threatoned, even until
the year had nearly eclosed, to extinguish
all  profits and  to  deprive  industry
of nny fair rewad, yei so small a
proportion of the people have been erippled
in business, denied employment, or scriously
pinched in expenditure, that the husiness ol
the country in 1878 has been greater than in
any precedivg year of its history. Of this
fact, very interesting proof is given in the
returns of freight tennsporiation by the clhef
rontes, Compare first the tonnage transported

each yeur since 1872 :

N Y. o (Y [
Contrul. I Ere.
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Tho movement for the year 1873 was much
the largest then ever known, and yel it 18
surpassed during the past year by 516,500
tons, or 41s per cent. Yet these tigures by no
means show the enormous increase which has
really ocenrred in quantities transported.  For
the movement by the Pennsylvania road has
also inerensed largely ; the Grand Trunk of
Canada has gained over 30 per cent, and the
Baltimore and Olio, since the completion of
its line to Chicago, has taken a large
amount of freight formerly  taken by
other routes, having increased its  through
tonnage nearly 100 per cent wsince 1873, In
another respect, morcover, the nuked figures of
tonnage fire misleadimg. They do not distin.
guish between the short local taflie, which
depends mainly upon the growth of Eastern
towns, and therefore increases but slowly,

anid  the through traflic, which is not
only more important to railroads, but
indicates more corvectly the general in-

crease or decrense in the greater commerce
of the country. For this renson, the com-
parison of distance as well as tonnage—the
number of tons moved one mile—by the chief
lines of transportation, affords altogether the
better test. Thas it will appear that.the Erie,
though transporting fewer tons in all, has
transported a much larger Lreight from West
to East and from East to West than ever be-
fore, ao that its number of tons moved one mile
hns greatlyinercased.  Exactfigures of mileage
by the canals for the last year are nov yet
published, but they may casily be  estimated
from the fact that the average movement of
vegetuble food was, in the last year followng
a full hacvest, 200 mles; of  meschandise,
195 miles; of coal und * olher articles,” 156
miles ; of mannfactures, 152 wiles ; of forest

products, 181 miles,  and  of  animal
food, 100 miles. If these figures, which
represent  the  actuul  trausportation  of
each class  of  freght in 1873, apply
also  to  the movement of this  year,
the ageregate  has  been  1,030,115,000

tons moved one wile—an estimate which prob-
ably will not vary widely from the oflicial re-
pwrn.  The following shows the wovement by
cach ronte in 1873 and 1878, for ycars end-
tng Heptember 30 on the vailvoads, and with
the elose of navigation on the canals:
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The inerease in five years has been 31 per
econt, DBut the inerease i popnlation during
the same period, if it bas been Tully as rapid
as it is estinated to be by Mr. Elliott, the
statistician of the Census Buorean, hos been
ouly 10 per cent. Hence the trafic of the
country has increased more than twice as fust
as the population, But this estimate, be it
rementibered, wholly excludes allowanee for

the very considerable transfer of
from the three lines pamed to the
Grand Trank and Baltimore and Ohio
since 1873. Undoubtedly the real increase
m traffic on all routes has been much greater,
These facts assuredly should put an end to
croaking. The year 1873 was ore of extraor-
dinary activity in business; its operutions far
exeeed those of any previous year in quanti-
ties produced and transferred. The year 1878
will be remembered as the worst and most
trying of the loug period of prostration, for
prices already begin to rise and business to
recover. But the worst year after the panio
has witnessed a teaffie larger by at least one-
tlird than that of tne best year ever known
before the panie. There is reason for cour-
age, for this enormous business is to be done
hereafter on o solid basis of honest money.
s alldimionfiacsy

M. CERNUSCRHI ON SILVER,

Ounee wore extremes meet. M, Henri Cer-
nusehi, the ablest living advocate of the
double standard, in his latest pamphlet, de-
mands a8 u positive necessity that the coin-
age of silver in this conntry be stopped.
He not only recommenids, but most confi=
deutly predicts, the repeal of the Silver
bill; the precise course which, for very
different  reasons, the opponents of the
double standavd nrge. It cannot be expected
that his argnments will inflnence those who
are clamoring most loudly for inereased coin-
age here. They have neither reason nor in-
formation. But  sincere advocates of the
doahle standard, who have no selfish job in
hand, and are capable of rational discussion,
will find in the pamphlet of M. Cernuschi very
strong arguments and carnest appeals ad*
dressed direetly to them,

IThe United States was right, M. Cernusehi
holds, in declariug in favor of silver comnge,
and m asking eonference with the European
Powers on the subject. DBut the contereucse
has fuiled, True, says M. Cernnsehi, it has
<hown that bi-metallic doetrines have made

progress.  But  nothing  was done.
utter inability any one  nation
restore  silver its  proper  place,
he  elaims, has  been demounstrated,  This
enn be done, he iosists, but only
conenrrence of nations  sufficiently
in eonnnerce. Any one nation, attempting the
restoration of silver aldne, merely helps Eng-
land and Germany out of theiv diffieultivs,
German industry is prostrated, and Prouvee
Bissaarek is proposing pew  awd - extrior-
dinary  measures  for its  defence,  be-
canse it has  been  found impossible  to
wll  the  =lver of  Germany, amd  im-
possible to  resist  the tide  of acemmn-
lating disaster so long as that silver remains
Fuglind is prostrated in all its com-

ereal
The
to

of
to

strong

unsold,

with Indin has been eonducted at a constant
loss., Germany wounld be very glad to see any
other nafion buy German silver. Fngland, as
Mr. Goschen allowed it to be understood at
the recent Conference, would be very glul to
have the Unitéd States or any other nation
by the German stock ol silver still unsold,
and render that metal more searee n India.
But what should those countries do which
really desire a restoration of silver to 1ts
former place in the world's enrrency T Ac-
cording to M. Cernusehi, France should stop
silver coinage altogether. And this France
hax now bonnd itself to do for six years.
According to M, Cernuschi, Italy should
no longer be  permitted  “to  eoin sil-
“eor  destined  for  Franee.”  This  also
has been arranged; Ttaly is to retire irs
small notes, and after this year is to suspend
coinage of leal-tender silver, Again, accord-
ing to M. Cernuschi, * Austrinn coinage is
wwatehed with approval by Englund,  France
wahould advise Austrin to discontinue it."
Finally, as to the United States, M. Cernuschi
SAVS

‘l"lw Untied States have & grand revenge to take on
Envland. 1t was Eugland who mnde the Conference
nilsearry. Let the United States coln no more silver ; lot
them ropeal the Biand bill, Eogland will be 16 eon-
stornation. Tho Bland Will, us Judicionsly amended by
Benstor Allison, provhilea that the Federal Treasury
ahall expend every monih from two te four wilons of
doliars in purehases of sliver, for the purposs ol volning
dollarsw ighiug 4121g grains. Tie system of T lted
cuinage was thas reeoguigd. Cougress aid wall <to ree-
agmiga 1, buat it would be wrong to  maintam
i, It did  well to  recognize 1t becauss  an
American vota In faver of wiver, proluciog a
great impresslon In Europe, wight have Indoesd the
Paris Conferenee to institute international bi-meiallnm,
It would be wrong to maintain 1, beenise henceforth
the purchasss of silver effodted by the Fodern! Treasary
have no other gfm't than that of helpimg Germany Lo
get riid of 114 silver, of burdeniug the currency of the
United Statea with a npon-automatic, nob-exporiable
money, of studying the oconv of the
enemy, England.

It will be perccived that this most emment
advocate of the donble standard Lolds that its
worst enemics are those silly persons who are
clamoring for more gilver coinage. Exnetly
the same advice, given long ago by Tue
Tuiprse, was treated by them with great
coutempt, But M. Cernuschi believes that
the situation is now snch that it will foree
them to cease silver coinage. For be says:

The Unlted Hiates will ot besttate; they will do
what the Latin Union has doue after four years' san ox-
prrienco ; like i, they will suspend all purchase of ail-
ver, and for the present will not coln & mingle prece of
that metal. In hoe signo vsnecs.  As souu 88 the United
States sxpend no more the milllons they are expending
every month in purchases of sllver, the price of that
pietal will undergo so terrible » crisle ut London, the
rupes will be so debased, that tired of war, snd to res-
cue the value of silver, England will ask 1o negotiate
on the basts of internatiopal  bimotallism, * * =
These ars not oracular proplecies ; they are msthemit-
feal predictions, like those of astronemy.

It is hurd for thode who are wearied with
the inconsequent, vapid and pointless utfer-
apcea of many pretended  **ehampions  of
“gilver ™ in this country to realize that there
is anything in common between them and the
eminent writer whose words we have quoted.
For he * knows what he is talking about.” He
clearly nuderstands that this country can only
waste its money, debase its cnrrency and tar-
nish its honor by an attempt to continue the
coinage of silver after the Latin Union has
consed.  Whether M. Cernuschi is right or
pot in the belief that Encland will be cop-
pelled by its relations with India to urge
internationnl agreement in regand to silver
coinnge, this, at least, is certain—no  good
thing ean be accomplished by the United States
in_ continuing the purchase and eoinnge of
a metal which eannot be exported, which can-
not possibly be forced into crenlation, and
which aecumnintes in the Tresewy, a uscless
burden to the Government, and a constant
mepace to all advoeates of silver evinage
other countries, To perceive this, n man does
not need to be a believer in mono-metallie
or bi-metallic doetrines, e only needs to
have common sense,

THE CASE OF THE QUEUES,

A tremetdons gquestion is agitating the law courts
of Caltfornia, viz.: Have the authoritios o legal wight
to eut oft the quenes of those ** Chinesers " who moy
come into their custody as eriminal prisoners !
" Four, who were lately eaptives in the Connty Jail,
have brought clvil actious fur damoges against the
Shert, in the United Stotes Clrenit Conrt, setting
forth that ke did with walice aforethought cut off
thetr tails.  Ringnlarly enough, two of them who
were thus shortened weie waned Long, while one

mweree, becanse for years its enormons traflie |

1
by a|

trafe | who wos ealled Wit did not see the point of the

joke, and actually wants $10,000 damages
—a sam for which, m these hard times, a
wood many men would consent to have
their heads shaved, and to go bald for the rest
of their natural lives. The Sheriff has responded
that the queucs wers removed as a samtary pre-
eaution, but the Court overruled this, and
decided that a sherff is npot ex-officio a
barber. Then the defendant pleaded the
Queuo Ordinance passed by the Board of
Supervisors & year or two ago, requiring the hair of
all prisoners to be eut short, Here stands tale
of the ftuils. The case has developed
the noteworthy fact that, always provided L i
sure of not losing his quene, the Chinaman, of a
eartain class, bas not the least objection to going to
jail. In fact, he is rather than else delighted to be
locked up. He is perfectly contented, and grows
fat upon a diet mneh more liberal than that tv
which he has been accustomed,

These Chinese eriminals do w0 violently bewail
and take to heart the Joss of their tails that the ex-
pediency of sparing the prison scissors would ap-
pear to bo doubtful. The rear of what they con-
gider would be an indelible disgrace, may
pog<ibly  lead  them  to  behave themselves,
and  to obey the laws, especially thoss which
require  them  to keep  their  honses  clean
and well ventilated, Their tender scruples upon
the point onght to bo ntilized—the prison should be
terrible and not inviting to them, If therebea rmle
of the jail that the hair of the prisoner shall be
eropped —and for varions reasons there onght to be
such o rule—we do not see why “Chinesers”
shoull be exempt, beeause they wear their hair
very long. tndeed, 1ts length and Inxurines wonld
sean to be additionnl reasous for entting it off. The
more tenderly they are attached to their tails, the

more ecarcfnl will they Dbe, by good lseha-
vior, to avert the calamity of losing them
altogether, Far be it from us, in  this
free  country, to question  the right of

every man (and woman) to wear his (or ber) hair a8
lie (or she) ploases, during good behavior; but if a
Chinaman (or any other man) will get sentenced to
Lprisomuent he must take the consequonecs,

It has been nsually supposed that a Chinaman's
tuil is in some way connected with his religion.
This is u popuiar error.  Religion, indead, he has
nono nsually, exeept the lowest kind of Taonism,
which is a conglomeration of all sorts of
fantasticnl idolatries and superstitions, The tail
15 o purely civil article, Tt cawe into China with
the Tartars, and is mercly a mark of social stand-
ing and respectability,  That its preservation is by
no means s matter of ife or death, is proved by the
fact that here in New-York many Chinamen have
voluntarily abundoned 1ts ealtivaiion. Finding it
respectable not to wear it they bave sensibly
veasod to do so.

There is just now what writers who wish to be
fine wonld eall “an epulemic” of conflagrations.
leports of fires reach us from all parts of the coun-
try. When the *“devonring eloment,” which is
another sporoved phrase, destroys a city, the
aceoutts are long and impressive, and the statement
of damages, in fignres, startling ; vet the aggrezate
of loss by wolated fires during the last few dava 18
very large, footing i not a large mimber of cases
taken collectively not tess than 100,000, Canses
in many of these cases are not gvon, but there 1a
one ocanse, curelosaness, which for want of a better
wiay bo safely assigned. Now and then mention is
made of “a defective flus,” which is carelessness
in the coperete, It wonld be very ensy to
preach about pradence and eantion, but the
best warning is  to  be found in  the
faets. The present hard weather naturally
leadls to the employment of a higher temperstare in
warming buildings of all kinds which require to b
warmed : and the resnlt is greater danger and more
froquent burnings.  Very few housea wet anvthing
like u careful inspection at the beginningof Winter,
40 thut flues whieh are defective remain so, and
heating apparatus which is dangerous i3 not made
safe, as it might easily be nt small expense.
There are men of such prudence that their honses
are not likely to take fire from any fault of their
own ; but they are not many. The world will go on
trusting to good luck until the final conflagration ;
but protest agninst such infatuation will not be
in vain, if here or thero it shall suve a bowe or o life,

—_—
Although Christmas Day baspassed, thers are still
opportunities for judicions alms-givine and the in-
tolligent relief of the poor, The recent seventy of
the westher must have vecasioned a great deal of
suffering : and whether she enrrent prices of fuel be
pieh or low makes little difference to those who
Lave no money at all. There was s good deal of
begging in t. sireets on Wednesday, and many
appeals were made which [t was unpleasant to re-
fuse, aud hardly jndicions to reapond to favorably,
But those who suffer most keenly shrink from pub-
lie appeals, and prefer to risk health, or life even,
ruther than sink to the dreaded level of mendi-
chney, It is bard that at this happy scason
there should be cold or hunger in any home, how-
ever hnmble; all the eharitable socictios feol this,
onil are doubtless working according to the means
at their disposal ; but after the stimulus of Chrst-
mas wseociations has passed away, the poor will
still be with us, and the demand for relief still be
urgent. Now is an excellent timo for gifts of money
to those societies about whose stewardship there
can be no question—whoever gives in this way
makes a general Christmaa present to all the poor
of Now-York. If we can do good persoually, so
much the better: if we cannot or will not, the good
onght to be done by some aceredited deputy,

-
Sineo the discnssion about the Sunday opening of
the Centenmal Exhibition, nothing respecting
First-day observance has ocenrred in Philadelpbian
wore notable than the ** Froe Dresa Rehearsal” last
Sabbath at Fox's Tl atre, in that city, No money
wns taken at the Joor, and consequently the
honso was erowded, The regular performance was
given, the police contenting themselves with so
mneh protest as was contained in an order to ex-
tinguish the lights in frout of the theatre. There
waus luw enough, however, to stop the husiness, if
anybody had been so minded ; and if there should
bo o repetition of the experiment, no doult it will
be stopped, Here in New-York, some of the minor
thentres come very near to a weekly violation of
the Snndsy law ; and might be shut up, it anybody
enred to move in the matter.

. -
POLITICAL NOTES,

(Glover is loose again, but there is no davger.

The Democratie longing for Grant in 1880 13
beeomiug painful.

This wonld have heen a first-rate morming for th
publication of your eard, Mr, Tilden, # I

It is pretty safe to anoonnce that Senator Thar-
man is likely to bloom out as a hard-money man at
any moment,

What would the Western brother do in case of a
hard-money allisnee between  the Eastern De-
mocraey and the Solid South? Choke the rag-baby,
nnd join T

Not gatisfisd with its bogns letter experienee, the
Demoeracy cxhibits a desice to damage ita head
forther by attucking Secretary Sherman on his
resumption record,

It i n favorite vemark of the Democratic editor
that Tue Vipuse's eipher seusation hus nmonnted
to nothing. Do you really think so, brother?
Becanse, if vou do, you must support Tilden for
renoiinnton,

It is a noteworthy fact that no Demoeratie jonr-
nal exhibits anxiety to have Blaine receive the Re-
publiean nomination in 1880,  The Democratic
wind bas at fast comprehended that Blaime 1 not
s0 ensy to * killoil” as he might be,

Senator Butler, of Bouth Carolina, has gone to the
pecdless trouble of having several bulldozers in lis
Sute declare, at wearisome lengih, over their sig-
n_aln-.-lv-n. ulll‘t' T‘;'fl"lhilik wils %lm'cl_y there on eloe-
tion day, dudn't ocenr to him to request a line
from M, James B, Campbell. '3 =

General Garfield is an able man, but be has no
howels for the hard-pressed Demoeratio editor ot
his boloved State. The latter person has been try-
iug his bost to aplit the Republican ticket for next

year, of Garlleld for Senator and Foster for Gover-
nor, by nowinating Garfield for the latter place,

L.lum us the undertakivg was assuming

gressman Hiscock in the Onondaga District of thiy

annonneed that
ground of briber
man after Fernando Wood’s own Leart !

the Democratic mind that it is the fonniest sort of

coveries declared conclusive evidenee by its own

party and admitted
side, and 1t now pauses to see whether the vietumy
will appeal the case or not.

If Voorhees doos as his law-partuer says he will,

sumption becomes a permanent success, he will he
forced to part company with b Western allies
They have d wd that r ption will have no

ever, ot till the principles of fint money are trinm-
phant. They will regard any weakening on Voor.
liees's part as proof that be has surrendered to the
Money Power, and woe nnto bin if they wet t
votion, From the time that he ceased to defe
secossion till the soft-money crusade sprang np he
was a politieal nonentity, and ho will lapse into thag
oharacter agn if bo ceases to amtate. Be warned
in time, Voorhees, and continne to be a sort of awa-
teur lunatie.  1t's your best hold.

The Solid Sonth is in & good deal of o quandary
about its programme for 1580, The whole section
15 united on only one principle, to succeed at any
cost and with apy man. 8o soon 05 talk about the
strongest man begivs, then the diseord appears,
South Caroling stands alone 1 favorng a band
money alliapce with the East, with Bayard for a
candidate, Georgia is in favor of Tillen, with a
platform of any principles which can be guaranteed
to cateh the most votes. Nearly all the other
States favor a soft money man like Thurman or
Hendricks, and a Western ailiance,  The weakness
of the latter programme is easily apparent to every-
one except the bulldozers, who seem to think that
Decause tissue-ballots and rifle-cluhs make a Solid
South there ean be no trouble in electing o Presi-
dent. The great obstacle to the success of all the
plans proposed 18 the utter impossibihty of findig
the “ man who ean win,”  He does not exist,

T PERSONAL.

The Rev. Dr. Bacon and his son, Dr. Francis
Tacon, are hoth very 111 with ervsinelas,

Prince Gortsehakofl, although not well, is
very wuch better than he was dorlog the B hn Cone
gross,

Mr. Wilkie Collins says that he has no in-
tention whateyer of completing Mr. Dickens's unfiulshed
uovel, * Edwin Drood,”

¥r. Forbes’s letters from India cost The
Lomdon Dwily News a prorty perny, They are teles
graphed o Edglond at the rate of §1 12 a word,

The King of the Hellenes has bestowed the
tinld Croas of the Order of the Saviour nnou Mr. Blanch
ard Jorrald, @ in token of his Alstinenished labors 1o the
canse of Christlanity and fresdom o the East.™

The home of Herr August Wilhelmj is at
Bilebrien on the Rhine, where tia *ather owns a numbet
of Iarge vineyanrds, The elder Wilhelm) 15 sald to be,
after the Emperor, the lurgest vinevand proprietor ig
Germany,

Sarah Bernhardt, of the Comdédie-Frangaise,
not oontented with heine a great actress. senlotor of
talent, snd a painter, has now, according to Le Figaro,
written n book. It suggests that there Ia now nothing

sire that she will give ns one befors lone,

Mr, Edward L. Pierce, who has just been
anpoimteil Asals ant Treasorer of the Unit=d States st
Boaton, 14 the author of the * Life of Chasles Sumner."
Mr. Pieres stndicd mw with the Hon S8almon P, Chose,
at Cincinnatl, #here he made the acquaintance of Preal
dent Hayes, Asthe lterary execntor of Mr. Sumuer,
Mr, Piorer was assominted with Mr, Longfellow,

Ole Bull is deseribed by a New-York cor-
resnondent of a Boston newspaper as ** Inoking ke s
ehureh clergyman.”  Also, he is like a* Mohawk war
rlor.” Arditi * resembies the Rov. Dr. Bellows.” Miet
Minnie Hauk is an * ondersized, stoeky woman, not toa
thiek set.” S, G=lassl * parts his bair in the widdie,”
and 14 enongh like Governor Hoffman to be bis owD
brother."

Governor Wade Hampton is g0 mueh better
thit he hes written hia message of farewoll to the As
armbly with his own hand. * Your flattering selection
of me." he savs, “as Senator in the Congresaof the
United States 18 only one more mark of the confidence
and esteem whieh [ have so often experienced st your
hands, and which has been s never-ceasing comfort and
SUppOTE to me in my hour of succcss or trouble, That [
may be chie in the future to merit it as tully us 1 have
in the past received i, 1s my hehest hope,"

The late Sidney Dobell is said to have at
tatned at ten years old 10 the mental vipeness of elehtecy
ho was writing excerdingly good, but clderly verses, and
hs aolemnly fell fn love with the lady whom he affer
ward married. At fourteen he was burled io study, han
assod with business, without a companion of his own
age, and deeply d in posiug a v 1drama
ou the history of Napolcon. Af sixteen he was @ I
biown theologeal prdant, with & great gift for speaking
The result of all this early precocity and intellectusl
forring was an after life of continued invalldism.

Miss Mary Anderson, talking to a reporter
of The Lowisville Conrier-Jowrnal the other day, sald of
Sarai Bernnardt, that * Sue slept in s coffin continu-
onsly for three years, Bhe doss not o 8o now. T nsied
ber why alie gave up the habit. Bhe sl she hal grown
tired of it, as the cofin was uncomfortable. Bhe sald
she wiahed to famili+rize herself with the thought of
denth, T saw her bondoir. The carpel was of bluck
velvet, with flowers In silver, the farniture covered with
black velvet, and the walis ouriously decornted in the
same fashion. A skeleton of a man who she satd had died
of love In Mantna hung before the muror, with floger
polnting ot its own reflection, In Inrge Dow!s about ton
Foum rose leaves were heaped. the fragrance that arose
being vverpowering. 1 conld pot reman lo the reom, it
was 80 stiggestive of horrible thoughis."

Mapiip, Dec. 26.—It ix announced in the
Im ial thal & marnage has been arranged between
the fufanta Marle del Pilar, a sister of Kiug Alfunas,
and the Duke de Pentnidvre, the unly son of Prince de
Jotuville

Losvos, Dec. 26.—~The Earl of Carnarvou
was married ro-day at Greystoke, Cumberland, to Mis
Howanl, of Greystoke Custle. [The Earl was a meme
ber of the Beaconstield Cabinet, but fsaented from e

Anglo-Turkiah polley, snd withdrew. Ho is In his for
:r-c“lgnr.h nur.l:‘;d now marries for the secomd tme. |

GENERAL NOTES.

A crouching Venus has been added to the
Muncum of Antiquities ai the Louvre. 1t 18 of life siee,
but both hands and the bead argawanting, Ou the back

is a swall marble hand, |mhmuu11hul u cupid is wiss
g, The statue is of Parlan warble and in excellent
preservation, .

A druggist in Norwich, Conn., sold brandy
preseribed by a physician for the purpose of saving tbe
lives of two enildien poisoned by acovite, Now the
story is tbat the ultra-temperance wen of Norwiweh me

tend to prosocute that drugeist for seiling llc‘u:{“wtl‘::
.

out u beense, Some might call this tanatlea
wonli be rut har u mild word for it

The grove sacred to the memory of old
Nama Pompilius and the Nymph Fzeria, wus the foend
of & ducl on Bunday afternoon, Decomber 8. The com:
batanis were fonoing mastors, one o Siciliap, the other
a Homan  The reports say the afuir was worthy of two
anch able professors. There were three asanults " exe
conted with equal conrage aud skilL” sud ag 1he ord of
the third, ta= Koman, severely wounded in the r
breast, was earried off the tield to s hospital.

It is intellectnal and not religions advance-
mient that the Japanese desire.  Ina Bewspaper article
{ntely published in Japan, and headed * Of what good
(s Christisntty to Japan 1" positive grounds of this soré
wtaken: The only good which Christianity secoms
plishes is aet down to be In moruis ; but while Japan I8
morally not without defects, if it be compured with
somo Western countries, it 15 * ecrtainly vot in-
ferior to them,” but * rather superior than other
wise,” In intollect, this is nos the casa
“We arc far below them ™ Indood, says the atticle,

o we fenr even if onr most eompetent men EXSEC
hir, we shonld

themaelves to the ntmost, day aud nie

e b ind them,”  The writer s quite confios ut lltl"
Japanese * cun enjoy aufliclent Bappiness wiihou
rerlzton whatever,” Recelving no favor from
tinh religion, they have no enmity nuninst it

We iite 01 Close who, not Kigwing the existenee
liglons H‘lm‘ universe, ure enjoying perfoet b
In fuct, Peligion s notuing to us."

Fishermen have queer experiences, and odl
things uro often found {u the stomacts of codnsl. |
permon employed to collect Inf; res) g
labits of fisk for Mr, Buckland, the Engiish natucalis!
telis of & cod sotd to i fali-wife which was fonud to baw
twenty yatds of herring nerting i its sto oy l:

of ro

there by some flalicrman who liked to sed

Stato at the November election, and found himsely
6,000 votes behind when the polls were closed, by

be will eontest the t
and inflmldiﬂnn.' .'I':h.e::n ﬁ‘:

Thero seems to be an unaccountable impression jy
a proceeding uow to ask why the Hepublicans dg
not start a cipher investization. Which family

usually holds the foneral, the oue which has thy

corpse or the nerghboring one which haso’t ! Tuy
Tuwnuse has held its little inguiry, bas had its ais.

i to be damaging by the other
and ceases his soft money warfare 80 s00U a3 re.

effect upon their warfare, which must go on for.

10t for her to do but ta compose an oners, aud 18 quite -
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